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Smart Start Is

We are thrilled to announce that Smart Start wall b
moving in July. Our new home will be at the Heart
of Texas Workforce Center located at 1416 S. New
Road Waco, TX 76711-1335.

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to
Anthony Billings and his staff at the Heart of Texa
Workforce Board for their incredible show of suppor
during this time of fiscal uncertainty.

This move will allow Smart Start to save money on
operating expenses. It also provides us with
additional training and meeting space and an asfay

employer and employee resources for our members.

Our August membership meeting will be held at the
Workforce Center. Look for the announcement in

July along with our new address and phone number.

Email and website addresses will remain the same.

Funding update

We are pleased to announce that
the Cooper Foundation voted to
fund a pilot professional
development project. The
purpose is to increase the quality
of child care through a
comprehensive  program  of
teacher training, one-on-one mentoring, financial

incentives, and classroom enhancement grants. This

is an extremely exciting project and one we hopé wi
have a significant impact on participating centers.
Centers eligible to participate in this pilot prctjevill

be contacted.

We are delighted to announce that
the Junior League of Waco, Inc.
voted to award a community grant
to Smart Start for early literacy

training, music appreciation
training, and a train-the-trainer
session. The training will result in

200 early childhood educators gaining valuable
instruction on how to promote early literacy and
music appreciation with the children in their care.
Additionally, funds will be wused to support
experienced child care teachers to become registere
trainers. Registration informatiomill be distributed
later this summer.

Breaking Membership ReCOI'd

Smart Start now has 55 member child care centers in
the region marking an all-time high for the
Association. This achievement demonstrates the rea
need this region has for a local child care astiocia

At a recent membership meeting, center directors
were united in expressing how important their
membership benefits are in their ongoing efforts to
achieve quality child care programs.

We would like to thank all of our returning members
who have supported Smart Start over the years. We
would like to welcome our new members by name.

Bellmead Day Care
Connally ISD Childcare
First Christian Community Learning Center
Little VIP’s
Tammy'’s Learning Center
Waco ISD Even Start Literacy Program
Wagner’s Day Care
Williams Learning & Developmental Center

**2005 Membership Directories may be picked up at
Membership Meetings or at the Smart Start Offi¢e. *



Feature Teacher

Candace Hammond at Academy for Creative Learning

Scholarship  recipient, Candace
Hammond of the Academy for Creative
Learning expressed gratitude for the
scholarship program saying, “I would like to
thank the Heart of Texas Workforce and
Smart Start for the scholarship money you
provided which allowed me to attend
McLennan Community College and further
my education in child development.” “The
scholarship paid for me to complete three
semesters at MCC to earn a Child
Development Associate Credential. | have
thoroughly enjoyed the classes | have taken
and look forward to completing more
courses as soon as my husband returns from
a fifteen month tour in Iraq.”

In addition, she added, “I have
enjoyed caring for children from three
months to five years old for the past sixteen
years. | have spent the last three years
caring for two year olds at the Academy for
Creative Learning and love watching them
make new discoveries and develop a love
for learning. | pray that | will be able to
share the knowledge that | gained at MCC
with other parents as well as fellow teachers,
but above all be a better teacher to the
precious children in my care.”

C0lrships Avai

Through a partnership with the Heart
of Texas Workforce Board, Smart Start
awarded 15 scholarships to eligible child
care teachers this summer. Scholarship
recipients are pursuing their CDA credential
or an associate’s degree in early child
development at both MCC and Hill College.
Fall scholarship information will be mailed
out in early July.

CDA
Scho|arships Awarded

Smart Start has awarded 10 CDA
assessment fee scholarships to child care
teachers this year. These scholarships are
available to child care staff who have
completed CDA training, the additional
requirements, and are ready for their final
assessment by a representative from the
Council for Professional Recognition.

June Membership Meeting

Smart Start's first membership
meeting in Bosque County will be held on
Wednesday, June 15 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.  First United Methodist Church and
Preschool is hosting the meeting. The
training topic is _Summer Activities for
School-Aged Children. Paula Wiggins,
MCC Child Development Center Director
will be presenting. Please call the Smart
Start office for more information.




Cassandra Suitor and Felicia Pineda from TSTC make
chalk boards for their toddler classes.

One hundred child care teachers and
directors received training on outdoor
activities and hands-on activities for infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers. This local
training was a collaboration between EOAC
Head Start/Early Head Start, Heart of Texas
Child Care Services, and Smart Start. The
training was a wonderful success and we
would like to thank our fabulous presenters:
Pam Briggs, Karen Briggs,and Paula
Wiggins from the MCC Child Development
Department.
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CPR update

Nearly 120 child care teachers have
participated in our monthly CPR/First Aid
certification training program this year.
Over the summer months, we will be adding
an additional class to our schedule to meet
the needs of our members.

Thank You

JoEllen Roach of First Baptist
Preschool for hosting the first membership
meeting of the year.

Gale Edwards representing the Heart
of Texas Financial Literacy Coalition for
providing us with wonderful information on
tax preparation assistance and the earned
income tax credit.

Virginia  Collier of  Parkview
Christian Childcare Center for hosting our
vision screening certification training

| egislative Update

As the legislative session came to a close,
many bills (including the school finance
measures) died because the Legislature ran
out to time, or it failed to come to a
consensus. It ended with the possibility of a
special session that will be determined by
the Governor. For more information visit
the Texas Early Childhood Education
Coalition at

http://www.tecec.org/pages.php/79th_Legisl
ative_Session.html

2005 Smart Start Board of

Directors
President-- Paula Wiggins, MCC Child Dev. Ctr
Vice President-- LaNita Luckey, YMCA Doris Miller
Treasurer-- Jessica Garvin, Kids and Co.
Past President-- Kathy Talbert, Little Cougar, Inc.
Executive Director—Julie Talbert
Janet Bagby, Baylor University
Susan Barnett, First United Methodist Church
Tamera Carter, Heart of Texas Child Care Services
Janet Corum, Lakewood Child Development Center
Lori Jones, Lake Shore Baptist Children’s Center
Vivian Pittman, Child Care Advocate
Jan Robbins, Robin’s Nest Children’s Center
Loretta Rudd, Baylor University
David Litke, Waco-McLennan Public Health District
Pam McPeak, Little Peoples Learning Center
Pamela Wilder, Piper Child Development Center
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